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Introduction	

The	star	is	one	of	the	most	ancient	and	enduring	symbols	found	in	tribal	woven	art.	Across	

Turkic	nomadic	cultures,	as	well	as	in	Islamic,	Persian,	and	Sufi	traditions,	the	star	motif	has	

carried	deep	cosmological,	spiritual,	and	protective	meanings.	Far	beyond	a	decorative	

element,	it	represents	a	bridge	between	the	earthly	and	the	celestial	—	a	woven	echo	of	the	

sacred	order	of	the	universe.	

	

This	article	examines	the	four	major	forms	of	the	star	motif	found	in	tribal	and	traditional	

weavings:	the	4-pointed,	6-pointed,	8-pointed,	and	12-pointed	stars.	Each	form	reflects	a	

distinct	layer	of	symbolic,	philosophical,	and	spiritual	interpretation	rooted	in	the	ancient	

worldview	of	weavers	and	their	communities.	

	 	 	

1.	The	Four-Pointed	Star	

The	four-pointed	star	is	the	most	basic	and	archaic	form,	often	representing	the	four	

cardinal	directions	(North,	South,	East,	West)	and	the	four	essential	elements	(Earth,	Water,	

Air,	Fire).	It	reflects	the	foundation	of	the	material	world	and	the	weaver’s	connection	to	

nature’s	physical	balance.	

	

Key	Features:	

-	Simple	cross-formed	geometry	

-	Often	found	in	utilitarian	weavings	(salt	bags,	saddle	bags,	small	rugs)	

-	Associated	with	guidance,	balance,	and	earthly	orientation	

	

Symbolic	Meaning:	



-	Stability	and	grounding	

-	Protection	from	disorientation	and	evil	

-	The	symmetry	of	the	material	world	and	human	life	cycles	

	 	

2.	The	Six-Pointed	Star	

Commonly	formed	by	two	overlapping	triangles,	the	six-pointed	star	(sometimes	called	the	

"Seal	of	Solomon")	appears	less	frequently	but	with	powerful	protective	meaning.	In	many	

Turkic	and	Persian	tribal	pieces,	this	form	is	associated	with	sacred	geometry	and	spiritual	

union.	

	

Key	Features:	

-	Constructed	from	two	interlaced	triangles	

-	Often	seen	in	central	medallions	or	as	part	of	border	compositions	

-	Technically	complex	and	visually	rhythmic	

	

Symbolic	Meaning:	

-	Union	of	heaven	and	earth,	spirit	and	matter	

-	Protective	emblem	against	evil	and	misfortune	

-	Harmony	between	opposites	(e.g.,	male/female,	divine/earthly)	

	 	

	

3.	The	Eight-Pointed	Star	

The	most	prevalent	and	philosophically	rich	star	form	in	Islamic	and	Turkic	art,	the	eight-

pointed	star	(often	called	"Khatem	Sulayman"	or	"Star	of	Guidance")	appears	widely	across	

tribal	weavings	from	Anatolia	to	Azerbaijan	and	Iran.	

	

Key	Features:	

-	Formed	by	the	intersection	of	two	squares	or	by	radiating	lines	from	a	central	axis	

-	Often	used	in	the	center	of	prayer	rugs,	medallions,	or	repeat	patterns	

-	Universally	recognized	across	nomadic,	Sufi,	and	architectural	traditions	

	

Symbolic	Meaning:	

-	Cosmic	harmony	and	perfection	



-	The	eight	gates	of	paradise	(Islamic	belief)	

-	Inner	enlightenment	and	Sufi	mysticism	

-	The	totality	of	space	—	combining	cardinal	and	inter-cardinal	directions	

	

4.	The	Twelve-Pointed	Star	

Though	rarer,	the	twelve-pointed	star	is	found	in	more	refined	artistic	contexts	—	

especially	in	Safavid	and	Qajar	court	carpets,	or	within	architectural	tiling	and	miniature	

painting	traditions.	

	

Key	Features:	

-	Geometrically	complex	and	visually	radiant	

-	Often	appears	in	sunburst	medallions	or	layered	compositions	

-	Less	common	in	purely	tribal	rugs	but	symbolic	in	courtly	or	spiritual	settings	

	

Symbolic	Meaning:	

-	Twelve	months	of	the	lunar/solar	calendar	

-	Twelve	zodiac	signs	or	cosmic	cycles	

-	In	Shi’a	thought:	Twelve	Imams	as	carriers	of	divine	light	

-	Spiritual	completeness	and	cosmic	order	

	

Conclusion	

The	star	is	more	than	just	a	motif	—	it	is	a	sacred	geometry	woven	with	intention.	In	tribal	

woven	art,	each	form	—	whether	four,	six,	eight,	or	twelve-pointed	—	carries	centuries	of	

meaning	embedded	in	wool	and	pattern.	Through	the	star,	the	weaver	connects	with	

heaven	and	earth,	with	tradition	and	spirit,	with	memory	and	myth.	

	

In	the	quiet	repetition	of	knots,	these	stars	shine	as	ancient	symbols	of	guidance,	balance,	

and	transcendence	—	a	living	visual	language	that	still	speaks	across	time	and	space.	

	



	



																							 	



	


